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Topic title: Connecting Europe Facility

Brief description and main aims:
The Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) is a specific instrument for transport, energy and
telecommunication infrastructure. It has a budget of €29.9 billion for the period 2014-2020:
€23.1 billion (including €10 billion from the Cohesion Fund) for transport, €5.1 billion for
energy and €1 billion for telecommunication.

In June 2018, the European Commission proposed to increase the budget for CEF by
more than €42 billion after 2020. The dedicated budget for transport infrastructure is
proposed to amount to approximately €30.6 billion.

Why FIEC is dealing with this issue/topic and their objective(s):
FIEC strongly supports this global budget line and advocates, amongst others, for a larger
budget for transport – in line with the real needs – as well as for maintaining high co-
financing rates. This represents an essential investment for the EU’s growth and
competitiveness.

Moreover, since October 2017, FIEC is part of the campaign “More EU budget for
transport – the best investment plan for Europe”, launched by associations from the
transport sector, in order to be more vocal on this issue.

Actions and key dates :

October 2017 – FIEC joins the “CEF transport coalition”
June 2018 – European Commission’s proposal
21/09/2018 - FIEC position paper
03/12/2018 – Council (partial) general approach
12/12/2018 – European Parliament resolution (Plenary)
07/12/2018 – Political agreement (partial) in trilogue (exact amounts to be approved
later on)


